SPIRITUALITY, RELIGION AND THE SACRED

Annual Conference of the Colloquium on Violence & Religion (COV&R)

June 4-7, 2025

Rome Campus, Australian Catholic University

Draft Schedule:

Wednesday, 4t June 2025

2:00 pm

2:30 - 3:30 pm

3.30 - 4:30 pm

4:30 - 5:00 pm

5.00 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 9:00 pm

Registration (table to be set up in entrance foyer)

Introduction/Refresher on Girard’s Mimetic Theory - Auditorium
Presenter: Dr. Carly Osborn (University of South Australia)

1st Plenary Session - Auditorium
Research on Religion and Spirituality

Presenter: Assoc. Prof. Jeffrey Hanson (Associate Professor of Philosophy,
New College of Florida, USA, and Senior Philosopher, Human Flourishing
Program, Harvard University)

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Joel Hodge (Australian Catholic University)

Afternoon tea

Welcome and Introductory Remarks: Assoc. Prof. Joel Hodge (Australian
Catholic University)

2nd Plenary Session - Auditorium

René Girard Memorial Lecture

Title: The sacred and idolatry

Presenter: Prof. William Cavanaugh (DePaul University, Chicago)
Respondent: Prof. Petra Steinmair-Posel (KPH Edith Stein)

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Joel Hodge (Australian Catholic University)

Welcome Reception and Dinner (on campus)

Thursday, 5t June 2025

8:00 - 8:30 am

7:30 -9:00 am

Optional: Catholic Mass - Campus Chapel

Breakfast (for those staying at ACU Rome Campus and have chosen to
have breakfast)



9:00 -11:00 am

11:00 - 11:30 am

11:30 - 1:00 pm

1:00 - 2:30 pm

2:30 - 4:00 pm

4:00 - 4:30 pm

4:30 - 6:00 pm
6:00 - 7:00 pm
7:15-9:00 pm

3rd Plenary Session - Auditorium
Title: Religion, spirituality and the sacred

Presenters: Prof. Ann Astell (University of Notre Dame, USA), Assoc. Prof.
Brian Robinette (Boston College, USA), Rev. Dr. James Alison.

Panellist: Prof. Scott Cowdell (Charles Sturt University, Australia)
Chair: Dr. Carly Osborn (University of South Australia)

Morning Tea

1st Concurrent Session - Auditorium, Classroom 1 and Classroom 2

Lunch

2nd Concurrent Session - Auditorium, Classroom 1 and Classroom 2
Workshops:

Nidesh Lawtoo

Lillian Dykes

Afternoon tea

3rd Concurrent Session - Auditorium, Classroom 1 and Classroom 2

Dinner provided on campus

4th Plenary Session - Auditorium

Title: Religion and spirituality today

Presenter: Rt. Rev. Dr. Rowan Williams (University of Cambridge and former
Archbishop of Canterbury)

Respondent: Assoc. Prof. Chris Fleming (University of Western Sydney,
Australia)

Chair: Prof. Scott Cowdell (Charles Sturt University, Australia)

Friday, 6t June 2025

8:00 - 8:30 am

7:30 -9:00 am

Optional: Catholic Mass - Campus Chapel

Breakfast (for those staying at ACU Rome Campus)



9:00-11:00 am

11:00 - 11:30 am

11:30 - 1:00 pm

1:00 - 2:30 pm
2:30 - 4.00 pm
4.00 - 4:30 pm

4:30 - 6:00 pm
6:00 - 6.10 pm
6:15 - 7:45 pm

7:45 pm onwards

5th Plenary Session - Auditorium

Title: The ‘self and spirituality now and then

Keynote Presenters: Prof. Giuseppe Fornari (Bergamo University, Italy),
Prof. Maria Stella Barberi (University of Messina) and Prof. Diego Bubbio
(University of Turin)

Chair: Dr. Carly Osborn (University of South Australia)

Morning Tea

4th Concurrent Session - Auditorium, Classroom 1 and Classroom 2

Lunch

5th Concurrent Session - Auditorium, Classroom 1 and Classroom 2

Afternoon Tea

6th Concurrent Session - Auditorium, Classroom 1 and Classroom 2

Short break

6th Plenary Session - Auditorium

Raymund Schwager Memorial Essay Prize

1st Place, 2nd Place and 34 Place to be announced.

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Nikolaus Wandinger (COV&R President)

Free evening - Participants can eat off-campus in the restaurants nearby
(there is no dinner provided on campus).

Saturday, 7t June 2025

8:00 - 8:30 am

7:30 -9:00 am

9:00 -11:00 am

Optional: Catholic Mass - Campus Chapel

Breakfast (for those staying at ACU Rome Campus)

7t Plenary Session - Auditorium

Conference wrap-up with facilitated discussion

Title: The future of religion, spirituality and the sacred

Panellists: Prof. Julia Robinson-Moore, Prof. Scott Cowdell, Assoc. Prof. Chris



Fleming and Dr Carly Osborn

Moderator and panellist: Assoc. Prof. Joel Hodge (Australian Catholic
University)

(The session begins with short reflections on the conference theme and
discussions provided by the panel. This will be followed by discussion in
small groups with reflection questions/points. The session will end with
groups providing a summary of their key discussion points to the full

group.)
11:00 - 11:30 am A Morning Tea

11:30 am - 1:00 pm Colloquium on Violence & Religion (COV&R) Business Meeting -
Auditorium

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm | Lunch

2:00 pm - 6:00 pm = Fieldtrip: Castel Gandolfo grounds and museum

7.00 - 10:00 pm  Tribute Dinner for 10t Anniversary for René Girard’s death - offsite
at Da Agnese Restaurant, Castel Gandolfo

Moderator: Joel Hodge
Presenters: Nikolaus Wandinger (COV&R President) and Martin Girard

Sunday, 8t June 2025

Morning Departure for those staying at ACU’s Rome Campus



